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ears are small. The under fur is short, woolly
and whitish-gray; covering this is a coat of
long, coarse hairs, dark brown in color. Ot-
ters are expert swimmers and divers, and they
live on fish. The common river otter makes
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THE OTTER
a burrow in the banks of streams and lines
it with grass and leaves, and here the young—
usually three or four—are reared. The
American, or Canadian, otter, about four
feet long, including the tail, is much hunted
for its fur, which is deep reddish-brown in
winter and blackish-brown in summer. About
6,000 are killed in Canada annually. The
dyed fur often passes as a substitute for
seal (see fur and fur trade).
Sea otters, which make their home on the
coasts of the North Pacific, are comparatively
rare. These animals have deep, lustrous
black fur and somewhat resemble small seals.
This fur is very valuable, a single perfect
pelt having been known to sell for $2,000.
Sea otters are timid little creatures, and aro
caught by shooting, clubbing or netting.
OT'TO I (1815-1867), king of Greece, son
of Louis I of Bavaria. In 1832 the Greek
National Assembly offered him the throne of
Greece, and his reign began the following
year, under a regency. On attaining his
mayority in 1837 he assumed personal con-
trol, and in the same year married the Ger-
man Princess Amalie of Oldenburg. Heavy
taxes and German and Bavarian influence at
court caused much dissatisfaction, which in
1843 brought revolution. Otto granted a
constitution, but the trouble continuing, he
was forced to flee the country. He never re-
turned, though he never formerly renounced
the Greek throne.
OTTUM'WA, iowa, the county seat of
Wapello County, is on both banks of the
Des Moines River, about ninety miles from
Des Moines and 281 miles west of Chicago.
The river is crossed by three substantial iron
carriage bridges and two railroad bridges,
 The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, the Chi-
cago, Rock Island & Pacific, the Wabash and
the Chicago, Milwaukee & Saint Paul rail-
roads serve the city. There are numerous
coal mines in and around Ottumwa, which
furnish an abundance of coal for the rail-
roads and for the shops and factories located
here. The manufactories produce agricul-
tural implements, steam boilers, mining tools,
packed meats, bridges, cigars and candy.
The largest independent meat packing es-
tablishment in the world is here. The city
has a Carnegie Library, a Y. M. C. A. and a
$300,000 hotel, and a United States govern-
ment building. There are an academy for
girls and two hospitals. Ottumwa was settled
in 1849 and incorporated in 1851. The com-
mission form of government was adopted in
1913. Population, 1920, 23,003; in 1930,
28,075, a gain of 22 per cent.
OUACHITA, wash'itaj EIVER. See
washita river.
OUDH, owd. See united provinces oe
agra and oudh.
OUIDA,   wedah.    See   ramee,   louise
DE LA.
OUNCE, from the Latin uncta, meaning a
twelfth part of any magnitude, is the name
of a unit employed in weighing. It is
equivalent to one-twelfth of a pound, or 480
grains Troy weight, and one-sixteenth of a
pound, or 437% grains, avoirdupois. In the
United States the apothecaries ounce is the
Troy ounce; in Great Britain, the avoir-
dupois.
OUNCE, a beautiful animal of the eat fam-
ily, called snow leopard. It lives in the very
cold mountain regions of Central Asia. Its
hair, which is very long, rough and heavy,
is nearly white, marked slightly with black,
and thus protected the animal is able to creep
unperceived over the snow in search of its
prey—goats, sheep and such small animals.
It rarely attacks man. The name is often
misapplied to the South American jaguar.
OUTCAULT, oufkawlt, richard feltoit
(186,3-1928), a newspaper cartoonist, the
originator of the "Yellow Kids" and "Buster
Brown," familiar to most boys and girls. He
was born at Lancaster, Ohio, and educated at
Cincinnati. Since 1895 Ms drawings have
been a regular feature of Sunday supple-
ments of newspapers. Some of Ms char-
acters have appeared on the stage, and near-
ly all the drawings have been put into book
form.

